
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Norbert’s Catholic 
Primary Voluntary Academy 

 
 
 

Mathematics Policy 
(2021) 

 
 
 
 
 

 



SAINT NORBERT’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 
 

MATHEMATICS POLICY 
 
 

“To Live, Love and Learn in the Footprints of Jesus.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This policy outlines what we aim to achieve in respect of pupils’ mathematical education. It provides 
information and guidance for teachers, governors and other interested persons. It also describes our agreed 
approach to the planning, delivery and assessment of the Mathematics curriculum. The way in which the 
subject is taught reflects recommendations made in accumulated government guidance, such as:  
 

(A) Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework  
(B) Primary National Curriculum 

 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
As a Rights Respecting School, our Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure, in particular, that:  
▪ children enjoy the right to be educated 
▪ children have the right to be treated fairly 
▪ children have the right to be heard 
 
Aims 
 
Mathematics helps children to make sense of the world around them through developing their ability to 
calculate, to reason and to solve problems. It enables children to understand and appreciate relationships 
and pattern in both number and space in their everyday lives. Through their growing knowledge and 
understanding, children learn to appreciate the contribution made by many cultures to the development and 
application of Mathematics. 
 
At Saint Norbert’s we aim to: 
 
▪ develop a positive attitude to maths as an interesting and attractive subject in which all children gain 

some success and pleasure 
▪ develop mathematical understanding through systematic direct teaching of appropriate learning 

objectives 
▪ encourage the effective use of maths as a tool in a wide range of activities within school and, 

subsequently, adult life 
▪ develop an ability in the children to express themselves fluently, to talk about the subject with assurance, 

using correct mathematical language and vocabulary 
▪ develop an appreciation of relationships within maths 
▪ develop ability to think clearly and logically with independence of thought and flexibility of mind 
▪ develop an appreciation of creative aspects of maths and awareness of its aesthetic appeal 
▪ develop mathematical skills and knowledge and quick recall of basic facts  



 
Teaching and Learning Style 
 
The school uses a variety of teaching styles to cater for the variety of learning styles of pupils in Mathematics 
lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in Mathematics.  
 
Saint Norbert’s operates a two-tier approach to teaching Maths; children participate in skills-based sessions 
(Big Maths), followed by lessons which integrate the National Curriculum Attainment Targets (Power Maths).  
 
Big Maths  

▪ Big Maths sessions are taught for up to thirty minutes every day, from Early Years to Key Stage Two. 

These sessions are in addition to the daily Maths lesson (Power Maths) taught in each class. 

▪ The sessions are skills-based, following the structure outlined in the Big Maths programme. 

▪ Groups take place within each class and are led by Class Teachers, supported by Teaching Assistants 

where available. 

▪ We know about pupil achievement because children complete a CLIC test every week.  

 

The daily Power Maths lesson 

▪ Maths lessons are taught every day, from Early Years to Key Stage Two. These sessions are in addition to 

the Big Maths sessions taught at the start of each day.  

▪ We use Power Maths textbooks and practice books. We also continue to use Maths Makes Sense 

principles and language to deliver some key concepts; this approach makes use of concrete apparatus to 

support more challenging concepts.  

 
During lessons, we encourage children to ask as well as answer mathematical questions.  They have the 
opportunity to use a wide range of practical resources such as number lines, number squares, digit cards and 
small apparatus to support their work. Mathematical vocabulary is taught and displayed as appropriate.  
Children use computing in Mathematics lessons where it will enhance their learning; this may be to model 
strategies and methods.  
 
In all classes there are children of differing mathematical ability. We recognise this and provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children by matching additional challenge to the ability of the child, as well as 
the support given.  
 
We use Teaching Assistants to provide appropriate support to individuals or to groups of pupils. Their 
knowledge, skills and understanding are constantly updated through involvement in training. 
 
Spiritual Development 
 
At Saint Norbert’s we look for opportunities to enhance children’s spiritual and secular development. Class 
Teachers aim to identify ways in which, through Mathematics lessons, they can broaden children’s 
appreciation of the world around them as well as the potential contribution they can make to it.  
 
 



 
Mathematics Curriculum  
 
Mathematics planning is designed to meet or surpass the statutory requirements of the Primary National 
Curriculum.  The Head Teacher and Mathematics Subject Leader are responsible for monitoring the 
Mathematics planning within our school. 
 
For further details about the Maths curriculum, please see our school website: 
https://www.stnorbertscrowle.co.uk/maths/ . 
 
Assessment  
 
Please see the Assessment and Feedback Policy for further details. Maths summative assessments are made 
in accordance with our established assessment schedule.  
 
Contribution of Mathematics to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 
English 
 
Mathematics contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Pupils have opportunities, for example, to use a range of oral 
techniques to present a persuasive argument.  
 
Computing 
 
The effective use of ICT can enhance the teaching and learning of Mathematics when used appropriately. 
When considering its use, we take into account the following points: 
 
▪ ICT should enhance good Mathematics teaching.  It should be used in lessons only if it supports good 

practice in teaching Mathematics 
▪ Any decision about using ICT in a particular lesson or sequence of lessons must be directly related to the 

teaching and learning objectives for those lessons 
▪ ICT should be used if the teacher and/or the children can achieve something more effectively with it than 

without it 
 
Science 
 
Almost every scientific investigation or experiment is likely to require one or more of the mathematical skills 
of classifying, counting, measuring, calculating, estimating and recording in tables and graphs. In Science 
pupils will for example order numbers, including decimals, calculate simple means and percentages, use 
negative numbers when taking temperatures, decide whether it is more appropriate to use a line graph or 
bar chart, and plot, interpret and predict from graphs.  
 
Art, Design and Technology 
 
Measurements are often needed in Art and Design Technology. Many patterns and constructions are based 
on spatial ideas and properties of shapes, including symmetry. Designs may need enlarging or reducing, 
introducing ideas of multiplication and ratio. When food is prepared a great deal of measurement occurs, 

https://www.stnorbertscrowle.co.uk/maths/


including working out times and calculating cost; this may not be straightforward if only part of a packet of 
ingredients has been used. 
 
History and Geography 
 
In History and Geography children will collect data by counting and measuring and make use of 
measurements of many kinds. The study of maps includes the use of coordinates and ideas of angle, 
direction, position, scale and ratio. The pattern of the days of the week, the calendar and recurring annual 
festivals all have a mathematical basis. For older children, historical ideas require understanding of the 
passage of time. This can be illustrated on a time line similar to the number line that they already know. 
 

Physical Education and Music 
 
Athletic activities require measurement of height, distance and time, while ideas of counting, time, 
symmetry, movement, position and direction are used extensively in music, dance, gymnastics and ball 
games. 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship 
 
Mathematics contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health education, and citizenship. The work 
that children do outside their normal lessons encourages independent study and helps them to become 
increasingly responsible for their own learning. The planned activities that children do within the classroom 
encourage them to work together and respect each other’s views. 
 
Homework 
 
The Mathematics curriculum is supported by weekly homework with the emphasis mainly on reinforcing 
skills taught during school time. The My Maths online homework resource allows teachers to set 
differentiated tasks which challenge learners whilst giving them opportunities to succeed. This strategy also 
allows teachers to closely monitor children’s progress, as well as the level at which they are currently 
achieving. 
 
Teaching Mathematics to Children with Special Needs and/or disabilities 
 
We provide a broad and balanced education to all pupils. Quality First Teaching is considered an entitlement 
for all pupils. Effective pupil tracking enables identification of pupils who may benefit from early 
‘intervention’ at an appropriate level, i.e. Wave 2 or Wave 3. We also recognise, and make provision for 
pupils who have a particular ability in Mathematics. 
Where children need additional support, provision will be made through a Graduated Approach Plan (GAP) in 
consultation with the SENDCo.  
 
Resources 
 
There is a range of resources to support the teaching of Mathematics across the school. All classrooms have 
a wide range of appropriate small apparatus.  A range of software is available to support maths work. 
 
Responses to Children’s Work 
 



We recognise the importance of responding to children’s work, whether orally or in writing. We seek to 
encourage children by highlighting positive achievements.  This could include praise for use of a viable 
method even if the end result were incorrect. Children are given opportunities, and are actively encouraged, 
to explain their work to others and to display their work when it seems appropriate.  They are encouraged to 
value and respect the work of others. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Mathematics is the 
responsibility of the Subject Leader, supported by the Link Governor.   
 
The work of the Subject Leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of Mathematics, being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the 
subject in the school.   
 
A named member of the school’s governing body is briefed to overview the teaching of Mathematics. This 
governor meets regularly with the Mathematics Subject Leader to review progress. 
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